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Mt. Vernon United Methodist Church 

Where All the People are Ministers of Christ 
Our vision is to seek to live and share the Gospel 

of Jesus Christ, to nurture persons of all ages 
and circumstances for faithful discipleship, and 

to transform faith into service to others. 
 

 

   

Reverend Candee Martin 
7801 Church Lane, Toano, Virginia 23168 

Adult Sunday School begins at 9am. 
Welcome to our worship service!  Mt. Vernon has 
been worshipping our Lord and serving the Greater 

Williamsburg Community since 1887. If we can be of 
any assistance to you, please let us know. 
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Fourth Sunday in Lent 
 

March 19, 2023     “Behind Every Great Church       10:15am 
                                        There is Prayer” 

 

   Worship Leader                                         Kathy Glindemann 
 

*Please stand as you are able. Please read in Unison in Bold. 
 

THE PEOPLE GATHER 
Prelude & Meditation                          Organist, Carol Kendall 
 
Lighting the Candles 

  

 
Welcome & Announcements 
 
Centering Words 
 

God knows your thirst. 
God senses your hunger. 

  Come, eat and drink. 
   A rich feast awaits you. 
 
*Introit                         “The Gift of Love”              UMH #408 
 
*Call to Worship           
 

Come to the waters of grace. 
 Here, our thirst is satisfied. 
Come to the rivers of love. 
 Here, our parched mouths sing with praise. 

Come to the tree bearing the fruit of life. 
 Here, our hungry souls are fed. 
Come to the One who loves you. 
 Here, our hearts find joy, 
 our spirits reside in deepest love. 
Come to the waters of grace. 
 Here, our thirst is satisfied. 
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*Opening Prayer:    
 

Holy One, when we are alone in the desert, 
 wandering through the wilderness, 
  we call to you, 
   for you are our help. 
Come, God, and hold us up. 
Come, bring your presence 
 and fill us with your peace. 
In the shadow of your wings, 
 we will sing for joy. Amen. 
 
*Hymn of Praise   “This Is My Father’s World”     UMH #144 

(vs. 1,3) 
 

Lenten Journey from Light to Darkness 
 

There is so much during the day that clamors for our 
attention. Friends, family, work, classes, household tasks. 
And the noise! We are bombarded with sound, from the clock 
that awakens us to the telephone, the radio, the television, 
the conversations that we have or overhear. Where is the 
time and place to listen for the still, small voice of God? 
Sometimes it seems that God would have to speak in a 
whirlwind to be heard above the clamor! Listen now. There is 
a place of quiet rest, and it is the place where God dwells 
within you. Close your eyes. Be aware of the place. In Lent, 
we journey to the parts of ourselves known only to God, 
beneath the clamor. Let the story of Jesus reach us there. 
Let it teach us wisdom in our secret hearts. 
 

(Silent time.) 
 

As we extinguish this light, we acknowledge the darkness 
and pain of violence in the world and to the Earth. 
 

(A candle is extinguished.) 
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Let us pray: 
 

Draw us together in your love, O God. May our restless 
hearts not resist you, but continue to search until they 
find their rest in you. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

Congregational Sung Response I Love to Tell the Story 
[refrain only] UMH No. 156 
 

I love to tell the story, ‘twill be my theme in glory, 
to tell the old, old story of Jesus and his love. 

 
PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

 
Prayer for Illumination:                                                                         
 

We thank you, O God of sacred stories, for the witness 
of holy scripture. Through it, you nurture our 
imaginations, touch our feelings, increase our 
awareness, and challenge our assumptions. Bless, we 
pray, our hearing of your word this day. Speak to each 
of us; speak to all of us; and grant that by the power of 
your Spirit, we may be hearers and doers of your word. 
Amen. 
 
Hebrew Scripture  Isaiah 55:1-9 (NLT)    Rev. Candee Martin 
 
Prayers of the People                              Rev. Candee Martin 
 
Pastoral Prayer                                  Rev. Candee Martin 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 
 
Hymn of Meditation  “Near to the Heart of God”    UMH #472 
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The Message              “Changed Lives”    
Rev. Candee Martin 

 
RESPONSE TO THE WORD 

 
Hymn of Response   “There Is a Balm in Gilead”                 

UMH #375 (vs. 1,2) 
 

Special Music                                                             The Choir 
 
Offering 
 
Offertory Prayer 
 

God of grace, you have fed our spirits 
  and nourished our souls. 
 You have supported us 
  in every possible way. 
 May the gifts we bring this morning 
  be an offering of our gratitude, 
   and may they be a promise 
    to share what we have received 
     from your hand. Amen. 
 
*Doxology:   “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”        

UMH #95 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him all 
creatures here below; praise him above ye heavenly 
host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost, Amen. 
 
*Affirmation of Faith:              Apostles’ Creed                     

UMH #881 
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth; And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, 
and buried; the third day he rose from the dead; he 
ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 
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judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen. 
 
*Prayer of Confession 
 

God of Mercy, we long to come when you call, 
 yet often we do not. 
When we are most alone, 
 we fail to turn to you. 
When we are most afraid, 
 we do not always think we can turn to you. 
When we are lost, hurting, and in pain, 
 we fail to realize how much we suffer. 
We refuse to ask for help. 
We lash out at others. 
We numb our hearts. 
We hide. 
Forgive us. 
But you, O God, are faithful. 
You see us and know us and love us as we are. 
In times of trial, you show us the way through. 
Receive us once more, 
 and have mercy on us. 
As we seek your presence, 
 help us place our trust in the grace of your heart, 
  and help us begin again. Amen. 
 
*Words of Assurance         
 

Anything we have done, God knows already. 
Anything we have hidden, God has already seen. 
God’s love for us and grace to us 
 are higher than we can imagine, 
 deeper than we have guessed. 
Before we have asked, 
 God’s mercies are already given. 
For God does not waste our struggles, 
 but uses them to grow joy. 
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SENDING FORTH 
*Hymn of Celebration       “I’ll Fly Away”             TFWS #2282 
 
Extinguishing the Candles 
 

Christ’s light leads us into the world to serve. 
 

*Benediction                                            Rev. Candee Martin 
 

People of God, listen that you may live. 
Go forth and seek the Lord. 
Find all that is holy wherever you go. 
As our souls have been fed, 
 so may we share our gifts 
 and our blessings with others. Amen. 
 
Postlude 
 

* Please stand as you are able. 
Hearing Assistance Devices are available in the Narthex 

 
Stewardship for week of March 12:  $3,463.00 
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