
November 27, 2022 “Behind Every Great Church There is Prayer” 10:15 am 
Worship Leader:  Donna Wilson 

THE PEOPLE GATHER 
Prelude & Meditation  Organist, Carol Kendall 
 

Lighting the Candles 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Centering Words 
 

Advent is a time of hopeful waiting, a time to open our hearts to God’s presence, a 
time to pay attention to God’s call. God’s love breaks in over and over again. Be 
awake, for God is near. 
 

Advent Candle lighting Hymn Advent Song (Light the Advent Candle) (v. 1)  
                                                                                                              TFWS #2090 
 

Lighting of the First Advent Candle -- Hope       
 

The Gospel of John speaks of Christ as the true light coming into the world. In 
commemoration of that coming, we light candles for the four weeks leading to 
Christmas and reflect on the coming of Christ. It is significant that the church has 
always used that language—the coming of Christ—because it speaks to a deep 
truth. Christ is coming. Christ is always coming, always entering a troubled world, a 
wounded heart. And so we light the first candle, the candle of hope, and dare to 
express our longing for peace, for healing, and the well-being of all creation. 
 

[The first Advent candle (hope) is lit.] 
Prayer 
 

Loving God, as we enter this Advent season, we open all the dark places in 
our lives and memories to the healing light of Christ. Show us the creative 
power of hope. Prepare our hearts to be transformed by you that we may 
walk in the light of Christ. Amen. 
 

Hymn of Reflection                        Emmanuel, Emmanuel                    UMH #204 
 

*Call to Worship   
Leader:  You alone, O Lord, are God. 
People:  Come down, O Lord! 
Leader:  You have done wonderful things in the past. 
People:  Come down, O Lord! 
Leader:  We need you here with us now. 
People:  Come down, O Lord! 
Leader:  We wait for you. 
People:  We wait with hope. 
 

*Opening Prayer:    
     Draw us near, O God, even as we draw near to you. Open our hearts and 
our minds to your presence, and wake us up from the deep sleep and 
inattention holding us back. Prepare us to receive your love, even as we 
prepare our lives to celebrate the joy of Christ’s birth. In joyful hope, we pray. 
Amen. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                  “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”              UMH #196 
 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
Prayer for Illumination:                                                                               
     We thank you, O God of sacred stories, for the witness of holy scripture. 
Through it, you nurture our imaginations, touch our feelings, increase our 
awareness, and challenge our assumptions. Bless, we pray, our hearing of 
your word this day. Speak to each of us; speak to all of us; and grant that by 
the power of your Spirit, we may be hearers and doers of your word. Amen. 
 

Hebrew Scripture                        Isaiah 9:2-7 (NRSVue)            Rev. Candee Martin 
 

Prayers of the People/Pastoral Prayer       Rev. Candee Martin 
  

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

The Message               “A Christmas Gift - The Light of Hope”       Rev. Candee Martin 
 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
Hymn of Response        “I Want to Walk As a Child of the Light”                UMH #206 
 

Anthem                                         “When He Comes”                                The Choir 
 

Offering/Offertory Prayer 
     Gracious God, as we bring our gifts to you, we bring much more than 
earthly treasure; we bring our very lives. Transform us through our giving, 
that we may grow ever closer to you. Help us share your peace and love with 
others as joyously and generously as you have shared your gifts with us. In 
your holy name, we pray in anticipation and in hope. Amen. 
 

*Doxology:               “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”              UMH #95 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him all creatures here 
below; praise him above ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost, Amen. 
 

*An Affirmation of Faith for Advent:                                               Rev. Candee Martin 



I believe that Christmas is more than a time for parties and ornaments; it is a 
time for remembering Christ and the incarnation of God’s love in human 
flesh. I believe there are gifts more important than the ones under the 
Christmas tree, such as the things we teach our children, the way we share 
ourselves with friends, and the industry with which we set about reshaping 
the world in our time. I believe that the finest carols are often sung by the 
poorest voices, from hearts made warm by the wonder of the season. 
I believe in the angels’ message that we should not be afraid — that the Child 
of Bethlehem is able to overcome all anxieties and insecurities. 
I believe in prayer and quietness as a way of appropriating Christmas — that 
if I wait in silence I will experience the presence of the One born in the stable, 
for he lives today as surely as he lived then. I believe in going away from 
Christmas as the wise men went — “another way.” I want to be different 
when these days are past — more centered, more thoughtful, more caring. 
And I believe God will help me. Amen. 
 

*An Advent Prayer of Hope     Rev. Candee Martin 
Creator God, your promise of hope comes to us, wrapped in anticipation and 
expectation. Though the sun may be darkened, though the moon may cease to 
give forth its light, though the stars may fall from heaven, we will continue to thank 
you that a new day is dawning – a day when we will see the Son of Man coming 
with power and glory.  
As we await that day with great hope, may we use our spiritual gifts to your 
glory. Reveal to us our Lord Jesus Christ, that we may be strengthened and 
blameless in your sight. You are faithful, Lord; may it be so for us who have 
gathered in your name. Amen. 

SENDING FORTH 
*Hymn of Celebration              “O Little Town of Bethlehem”                       UMH #230 
 

Extinguishing the Candles Christ’s light leads us into the world to serve. 
 

*Commission and Blessing                                                         Rev. Candee Martin 
Take time, in the busyness of this season, for quiet reflection—For the light of 
God’s love is discernible everywhere. We will let ourselves be surprised by 
wonder, And set aside time to offer quiet thanks. The good news of Advent is 
this: Christ is coming. Christ is always coming. 
We will welcome Christ into our hearts. We will let ourselves be guided by his 
ministry. We will go forth from this place in hope. 
 

Postlude         

Mt. Vernon United Methodist Church 
Where All the People are Ministers of Christ 

Our vision is to seek to live and share the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 

to nurture persons of all ages and circumstances for faithful discipleship, 
and to transform faith into service to others. 

 

Reverend Candee Martin 
7801 Church Lane, Toano, Virginia 23168 
Adult Sunday School begins at 9:15 AM. 

Welcome to our worship service!  Mt. Vernon has been worshipping our Lord 
and serving the Greater Williamsburg Community since 1887. If we can be of 

any assistance to you, please let us know. 



The Church in Ministry and Mission 
✞   PRG (Post Pandemic Re-entering Group) Update:  A face mask is optional. 

We encourage you to keep social distance to minimize potential risk if you are 
unmasked. 

✞   Name Badge Basket—Please place your name badge in a basket  
     by the Exit door as you leave the service. 

FOR YOUR CALENDAR 

 Jewell Bryant Circle will meet Monday, Dec. 5 at 1pm in the Fellowship hall. 
 United Methodist Men will meet Monday, December 5th at 6:30pm in the 

Fellowship hall. 
 Finance Meeting, Wednesday, December 7th at 2:00PM in the Fellowship hall. 
 Administrative Council meeting, Wednesday, December 7th at 2:30PM in the 

Fellowship hall. 
 Piano Recital:  Kathy Fagerland is holding a piano recital in the Sanctuary for 

her students on Monday, December 12th at 5pm, all are welcome. 
 Bridge Group: 10 a.m.-1 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.- 8 p.m. Tuesdays, Fellowship Hall. 

 

 

Mt. Vernon Stewardship –November 20, 2022 
Worship Attendance Offering 

In Person:  34  Streaming:  24 $2,060.00 

Total:  58   
 

Copyright Notice 
 

Centering Words, Call to Worship: Mary Petrina Boyd, The Abingdon Worship Annual 2020 (Abingdon Press, 
2019) 

Lighting of the Advent Candle, Commissioning and Blessing, Contributed by Jeanyne Slettom; Process & Faith 
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site and all content ©2009 Process & Faith, unless otherwise noted. 
Opening Prayer, Offertory Prayer:  Mary Scifres, The Abingdon Worship Annual 2022 (Abingdon Press, 2021) 
Prayer of Illumination:  Ann B. Day, Touch Holiness: Resources for Worship, edited by Ruth C. 
Duck and Maren C. Tirabassi, (United Church Press, Cleveland, Ohio, 1990, The Pilgrim Press) 
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Worship), (Abingdon Press, Nashville, 2001) 
UMH:  United Methodist Hymnal. 

CCLI Copyright Streaming License: 20688434, Size A. 

 
 

To be on the prayer list or One Call Now, 
please call church office 757-566-0162 or Rev. Candee Martin 703-907-9456. 

 

The ongoing prayer requests will stay on for 2 months 
unless requested to stay on longer. 

If there is anyone who needs to be taken off the prayer list,  
please call church office. 

 
 
 

Hearing Assistance Devices are available in the Narthex 
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