
Mt. Vernon United Methodist Church 

Where All the People are Ministers of Christ 

 

 

Our vision is to seek to live and share the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
to nurture persons of all ages and circumstances for faithful 

discipleship, and to transform faith into service to others. 

Pastor Mi Sook Ahn 
7801 Church Lane, Toano, Virginia  23168 

 

Welcome to our worship service!  Mt. Vernon has been worshipping 
our Lord and serving the Greater Williamsburg Community since 1887. If 

we can be of any assistance to you, please let us know. 
 

Office Hours: Monday–Friday 9am–12pm 
Pastor Mi Sook: 804-840-8747  E-Mail: misookahn@vaumc.org 

Brenda Rowe, Admin. Asst.: 757-566-0162  E-Mail: office.mtvernon@gmail.com 
Web Site: mtvernontoano.org 

Sunday Worship Service on-line via Facebook and Web Site at 10:15 am. 
Facebook: MtVernonUMCToanoVA 



SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 

April 11, 2021 
 

(*please rise as you are able. Bold wording please read in unison.) 
 

Music:  Carol Kendall 
Worship Leader:  Betty Brantley 
 
Prelude 
 
Lighting the Candles 
 
Greeting: Grace and Peace to you from God and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Announcement: 
 
Passing the Peace:  
 Greetings: The Peace of Christ be with you. 

Response: And also with you. 
 
Introit:                    “Seek Ye First”               UMH #405 
 

1. Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these 
things shall be added unto you. Allelu, alleluia! 

 
*Call to Worship:  
 

Leader: We gather in the name of the risen Lord. 
 

People: Christ is risen! Alleluia! 
 

Leader: We gather as sisters and brothers of the resurrected one. 
 

People: Christ is risen! Alleluia! 
 

Leader: We gather to share our faith and to worship God. 
 

People: Christ is risen! Alleluia! 
 

Leader: We gather to proclaim the good news of Easter! 
 

People: Christ is risen! Alleluia! 
 
*Opening Prayer: 
Breathe in this place, O Lord, by the power of your Holy Spirit, to 
open our minds, unlock our hearts, and enliven our faith so that we 
may welcome the risen one among us. Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 



Hymn of Praise:         “How Great Thou Art”             UMH #77 
 

1. O Lord my God! When I in awesome wonder consider all the worlds thy 
hands have made, I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, thy power 
throughout the universe displayed. 

 

Refrain:  Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee; how great thou art, 
how great thou art! Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee; 
how great thou art, how great thou art! 

 

4. When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation and take me home, 
what joy shall fill my heart. Then I shall bow in humble adoration, and 
there proclaim, my God, how great thou art! 

 

Refrain:  Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee; how great thou art, 
how great thou art! Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee; 
how great thou art, how great thou art! 

 
Prayer for Illumination:  
God of all who doubt and believe, by the gift of your Spirit enable us 
to hear with our ears, to see with our eyes, and to touch with your 
hands your Word of life—Jesus Christ—our Lord and our God. Amen. 
 
Epistles Lesson:                                   1John 1:1-2:2 
1:1 We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, 
what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched 
with our hands, concerning the word of life-- 
1:2 this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare 
to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us-- 
1:3 we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may 
have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with 
his Son Jesus Christ. 
1:4 We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 
1:5 This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that 
God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. 
1:6 If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in 
darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; 
1:7 but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us 
from all sin. 
1:8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. 
1:9 If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our 
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
1:10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word 
is not in us. 
 



2:1 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not 
sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous; 
2:2 and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but 
also for the sins of the whole world. 
 
Gospel Lesson:                                    John 20:19-31 
20:19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the 
doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the 
Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." 
20:20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 
20:21 Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has 
sent me, so I send you." 
20:22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 
"Receive the Holy Spirit. 
20:23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain 
the sins of any, they are retained." 
20:24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not 
with them when Jesus came. 
20:25 So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he 
said to them, "Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my 
finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe." 
20:26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was 
with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said, "Peace be with you." 
20:27 Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands. 
Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe." 
20:28 Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" 
20:29 Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? 
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe." 
20:30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, 
which are not written in this book. 
20:31 But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is 
the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have 
life in his name. 
 

Message        “Unless I See”      Pastor Mi Sook Ahn 
 
Congregational Prayer for Doubters 
 

You call us to be people of faith, yet we are often people with 
doubts. We doubt that love can grow again in relationships where 
anger and bitterness reign supreme. You know the strength of love 
and the power of prayer:  help us to be faithful lovers. We doubt 
that peace can come in the Middle East, in Syria, in Palestine; 



where hatred and racism reign supreme. You know that peace is 
growing there:  help us to be faithful peacemakers. We doubt that 
the hungry can be fed in Africa, where despair and hopelessness 
reign supreme. You know that there is enough food in the world; 
help us to be generous and faithful. You specialize in 
impossibilities; you walked on water, you heal the nations you 
forgive sins you set the captive free, you set us free from our 
captivities. 
This morning we pray for people here who are filled with doubts, 
who wonder whether you exist and whether you are listening to our 
prayers, who wonder what this whole community is about. We pray 
for people who doubt the purpose of life, who wonder whether to 
end it all, who face feelings of meaningless and despair. Even when 
we have that sinking feeling, give us the wisdom to turn to you. 
Lord we want to believe, help our unbelief! Give us faith, small as a 
mustard seed, so that we can be your faithful people, believing in 
your power to save, believing in your power to reign supreme, 
believing that we can share this good news with everyone we meet. 
We ask all this in Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 

Affirmation of Faith: Apostles Creed, Traditional Version UMH 881 
 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord: who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and was buried*; the third day he rose 
from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic** church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
(*Traditional use of this creed includes these words: He descended into 
hell. **Universal) 
 
Hymn of Meditation:      “Take Time to Be Holy”          UMH #395 
 

1. Take time to be holy, speak oft with thy Lord; abide in him always, and 
feed on his word. Make friends of God’s children, help those who are 
weak, forgetting in nothing his blessing to seek. 

 

2. Take time to be holy, the world rushes on; spend much time in secret 
with Jesus alone. By looking to Jesus, like him thou shalt be; thy friends 
in thy conduct his likeness shall see. 

 
Offertory   
 
 



Doxology:  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” UMH 95 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures 
here below; praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son 
and Holy Ghost, Amen.  
 
Pastoral Prayer: 
 
The Lord’s Prayer: 
 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory 
forever. Amen. 
 
Hymn of Celebration:       “Lord of the Dance”           UMH #261 
 

1. I danced in the morning when the world was begun, and I danced in the 
moon and the stars and the sun, and I came down from heaven and I 
danced on the earth. A Bethlehem I had my birth 

 

Refrain:  Dance, then, wherever you may be; I am the Lord of the Dance, 
said he. And I’ll lead you all wherever you may be, and I’ll lead 
you all in the dance, said he. 

 

4. I danced on a Friday and the sky turned black; it’s hard to dance with 
the devil on your back; they buried my body and they thought I’d gone, 
but I am the dance and I still go on. 

 

Refrain:  Dance, then, wherever you may be; I am the Lord of the Dance, 
said he. And I’ll lead you all wherever you may be, and I’ll lead 
you all in the dance, said he. 

 
Blessing: 
 

Pastor:  Jesus said: “Peace be with you. As the Father sent me,  
so I am now sending you.” 
He believes in you. The busy world awaits your compassion. 

 

Congregation:  God believes in us. 
 

Pastor:  Sometimes you will give your best yet fail. 
 

Congregation:  God believes in us 
 

Pastor:  At other times you will succeed in spite of your stumbling. 
 

Congregation:  God believes in us 
 

Pastor:  Go gladly, daring to succeed or fail to the glory of God, 
      and then at the very end, nothing shall dismay you. 
 

Congregation:  God believes in us with Christ’s own breath within 
us, we shall travel well. 

 



The Church in Ministry and Mission 

 You can complete a Health Questionnaire form by going to 
www.EVC.vaumc.org and click the yellow tab on the left side that states 
Covid Health Acknowledgement Form. Once you submit the health form 
on line it will go directly to Pastor Mi Sook. You can also bring your completed 
health form on Sunday. Please use the ramp door to enter the sanctuary 
for the worship service and the exit doors as you leave. The fellowship 
hall door will remain locked before/during/after service. 
 

 Trustees meeting will be held on Monday, April 12, at 11:00 AM, in 
the fellowship hall.  

 
 Worship Committee meeting is scheduled for Monday, April 19th, at 

1:00 PM, in the fellowship hall.   
 

 Grass Cutters are need for the summer. Sign-up form is on the 
bulletin board in the hall, so if you are able it would be much 
appreciated. 
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