
Mt. Vernon United Methodist Church 

Where All the People are Ministers of Christ 

 

 

Our vision is to seek to live and share the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
to nurture persons of all ages and circumstances for faithful 

discipleship, and to transform faith into service to others. 

Pastor Mi Sook Ahn 
7801 Church Lane, Toano, Virginia  23168 

 

Welcome to our worship service!  Mt. Vernon has been worshipping 
our Lord and serving the Greater Williamsburg Community since 1887. If 

we can be of any assistance to you, please let us know. 
 

Office Hours: Monday–Friday 9am–12pm 
Pastor Mi Sook: 804-840-8747  E-Mail: misookahn@vaumc.org 

Brenda Rowe, Admin. Asst.: 757-566-0162  E-Mail: office.mtvernon@gmail.com 
Web Site: mtvernontoano.org 

Sunday Worship Service on-line via Facebook and Web Site at 10:15 am. 
Facebook: MtVernonUMCToanoVA 



Second Sunday in Lent  

February 28, 2021 
 

(*please rise as you are able. Bold wording please read in unison.) 
 

Music:  Carol Kendall 
Worship Leader:  Suzanne Latimer 
 
Prelude 
 
Greeting:  Grace and Peace to you from God and the Lord Jesus Christ 
 
Passing the Peace:  

Greetings: The Peace of Christ be with you. 
Response: And also with you. 

 
Announcements 
 
Introit:                  “Sweet, Sweet Sprit”            UMH #334 
 

1.There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place, and I know that it’s the Spirit 
of the Lord; there are sweet expressions on each face, and I know they 
feel the presence of the Lord. Sweet Holy Spirit, sweet heavenly Dove, 
stay right here with us, filling us with your love; and for these blessings 
we lift our hearts in praise; without a doubt we’ll know that we have been 
revived when we shall leave this place. 

 
*Call to Worship: 
Leader: Pilgrims, we are invited to journey through this season of Lent 
People: towards the One who calls us each by a new name. 
Leader: Disciples, we walk with Jesus wherever he leads us, 
People: pulling our fears, our doubts, our longings behind us. 
Leader: Believers, we seek to trust the God who always surprises us, 
People: whose promises take on flesh and blood in the good news 
called Jesus. 
 
*Opening Prayer (Based on Gen17, Mark 8):  
Spirit of the ages, name us and claim us according to your 
purposes, as you once called Abram and Sarai long ago. 
Train our ears to hear your call, and tune our hearts to open at the 
sound of your voice. 
As we pick up our cross to follow you, raise us to newness of life. 
For you call us to be children of your covenant, heirs with your 
Son, and disciples of your grace. Amen.  
 
 



Hymn of Praise:         “Where He Leads Me”           UMH #338 
 

1.I can hear my Savior calling, I can hear my Savior calling, I can hear my 
Savior calling, “Take thy cross and follow, follow me.” Where he leads 
me I will follow, where he leads me I will follow, where he leads me I will 
follow; I’ll go with him, with him all the way. 

 

4.He will give me grace and glory, he will give me grace and glory, he will 
give me grace and glory, and go with me, with me all the way. Where he 
leads me I will follow, where he leads me I will follow, where he leads me 
I will follow; I’ll go with him, with him all the way. 

 
Prayer for Illumination: 
Holy Spirit, 
Open our hearts to receive your Word, reveal to us the good news, 
and enable us to trust in the promise of salvation in Jesus Christ. 
Amen.  
 
Hebrew Scripture Lesson:                   Genesis 17:1-7; 15-16 
 

17:1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to 
Abram, and said to him, "I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be 
blameless. 
17:2 And I will make my covenant between me and you, and will make 
you exceedingly numerous." 
17:3 Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, 
17:4 "As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor 
of a multitude of nations. 
17:5 No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be 
Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 
17:6 I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, 
and kings shall come from you. 
17:7 I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring 
after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be 
God to you and to your offspring after you. 
17:15 God said to Abraham, "As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her 
Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 
17:16 I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless 
her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from 
her." 
 
Gospel Lesson:                                    Mark 8:31-38 
 

8:31 Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo 
great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the 
scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 
8:32 He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to 
rebuke him. 



8:33 But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, 
"Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things 
but on human things." 
8:34 He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, "If any want 
to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross 
and follow me. 
8:35 For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose 
their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 
8:36 For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 
8:37 Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 
8:38 Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous 
and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when 
he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels."                                   
 
Message:         “Walk Before Me”           Pastor Mi Sook Ahn 
 
Affirmation of Faith:  Apostles Creed, Traditional Version UMH 881 
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord:  who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and was buried*; the third day he rose 
from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 
judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 
catholic** church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
(*Traditional use of this creed includes these words: He descended into 
hell. **Universal) 
 
Hymn of Meditation:      “Take Time to Be Holy”          UMH #395 
 

1.Take time to be holy, speak oft with thy Lord; abide in him always, and 
feed on his word. Make friends of God’s children, help those who are 
weak, forgetting in nothing his blessing to seek. 

 

2.Take time to be holy, the world rushes on; spend much time in secret with 
Jesus alone. By looking to Jesus, like him thou shalt be; thy friends in 
thy conduct his likeness shall see. 

 
Offertory Prayer   
 
Doxology:  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” UMH 95 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures 
here below; praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son 
and Holy Ghost, Amen.  
 
 



Pastoral Prayer 
 
Lord’s Prayer: 
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory 
forever. Amen. 
 
Hymn of Celebration:     “Take Up Thy Cross”           UMH #415 
 

1.”Take up thy cross,” the Savior said, “if thou wouldst my disciple be; deny 
thy self, the world forsake, and humbly follow after me.” 

 

4.Take up thy cross and follow Christ, nor think till death to lay it down; for 
only those who bear the cross may hope to wear the glorious crown. 

 
Blessing: 
 

 
Postlude 
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The Church in Ministry and Mission 

 You can complete a Health Questionnaire form by going to 
www.EVC.vaumc.org and click the yellow tab on the left side that 
states Covid Health Acknowledgement Form. Once you submit the 
health form on line it will go directly to Pastor Mi Sook. You can also 
bring your completed health form on Sunday. Please use the ramp 
door to enter the sanctuary for the worship service and the exit 
doors as you leave. The fellowship hall door will remain locked 
before/during/after service. 
 

 If you are unable to attend in person Worship on Communion 
Sunday, March 7th, the office will have a sealed and pre-packaged 
Communion wafer and grape juice. Please stop by the office by noon 
on March 1st - 5th to pick one up. 

 

 If you would like to contribute to any of the Lenten Service Missions, 
write a check out to Mt. Vernon UMC and specify on the check 
which organization you would like to support, and the office will 
send the organization a check. 

 

 During Lent, we will have a time to pray together in-person and online 
through Zoom. Every Tuesday at 2PM, we will have time to take a 
moment and gather in prayer together for 30 minutes. Please contact 
the church office for the Zoom meeting information and link. 

 

 Mt. Vernon UMC is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
Topic: Take a Moment, Together We Pray During Lent 
Time: March 2, 2021 02:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
Every week on Tue, until Mar 30, 2021. 
Mar 2, 2021 02:00 PM 
Mar 9, 2021 02:00 PM 
Mar 16, 2021 02:00 PM 
Mar 23, 2021 02:00 PM 
Mar 30, 2021 02:00 PM 

 
 2021 Upper James City County Ministerium Lenten Midweek series: 

Wednesdays at 7PM. Theme:  The People of the Cross; See 
attached flyer. 
 

 To be on the prayer list or One Call Now, please call Brenda at the 
office at 757-566-0162 or Pastor Mi Sook at 804-840-8747. The 
ongoing prayer requests will stay on for 2 months unless requested to 
stay on longer. If there is anyone who needs to be taken off the 
prayer list please call the office. 



 


