
Mt. Vernon United Methodist Church 

Where All the People are Ministers of Christ 
 

 

 

Our vision is to seek to live and share the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
to nurture persons of all ages and circumstances for faithful 

discipleship, and to transform faith into service to others. 
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7801 Church Lane, Toano, Virginia  23168 

 

Welcome to our worship service!  Mt. Vernon has been worshipping 
our Lord and serving the Greater Williamsburg Community since 1887. If 

we can be of any assistance to you, please let us know. 
 

Office Hours: Monday–Friday 9am–12pm 
Pastor Mi Sook: 804-840-8747  E-Mail: misookahn@vaumc.org 

Brenda Rowe, Admin. Asst.: 757-566-0162  E-Mail: office.mtvernon@gmail.com 
Web Site: mtvernontoano.org 

Sunday Worship Service on-line via Facebook and Web Site at 10:15 am. 
Facebook: MtVernonUMCToanoVA 



Second Sunday after Christmas Day 
January 3, 2021 

 

(*please rise as you are able. Bold wording please read in unison.) 
 

Music:  Carol Kendall 
 

Prelude 
 

Greeting: Grace and Peace to you from God and the Lord Jesus Christ 
 

Passing the Peace:  
Greetings: The Peace of Christ be with you. 
Response: And also with you. 

 

Announcements 
 

Introit:               “There’s a Song in the Air”           UHM #249 
 
1. There’s a song in the air! There’s a star in the sky! There’s a mother’s 

deep prayer and a baby’s low cry! And the star rains its fire while the 
beautiful sing, for the manger of Bethlehem cradles a King! 

 

*Opening Prayer:   
Sing praise to God, who gathers us here; from the ends of the earth 
we come. With a word of promise, a spring of water, a loaf of bread, 
and a cup of wine, God turns our mourning into dancing, our sorrow 
into Joy. Amen.  
 

Hymn of Praise:          “We Three Kings”              UHM # 254 
 
1. We three kings of Orient are; bearing gifts we traverse afar, field and 

fountain, moor and mountain following yonder star. O star of wonder, 
star of light, star with royal beauty bright, westward leading, still 
proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 
 

5. Glorious now behold him arise; King and God and sacrifice:  Alleluia, 
Alleluia, sounds through the eart and skies. O star of wonder, star of light, 
star with royal beauty bright, westward leading, still proceeding, guide 
us to thy perfect light. 

 

Prayer for Illumination: 
Shine upon us God of glory, and by your Spirit reveal to us the grace 
and truth of Jesus Christ, our Word made flesh. Amen. 

 

Hebrew Scripture:                               Jeremiah 31:7-14 
 

31:7 For thus says the LORD: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and 
raise shouts for the chief of the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, 
"Save, O LORD, your people, the remnant of Israel." 



31:8 See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, and gather 
them from the farthest parts of the earth, among them the blind and the 
lame, those with child and those in labor, together; a great company, they 
shall return here. 
31:9 With weeping they shall come, and with consolations I will lead them 
back, I will let them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in which 
they shall not stumble; for I have become a father to Israel, and Ephraim 
is my firstborn. 
31:10 Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, and declare it in the 
coastlands far away; say, "He who scattered Israel will gather him, and 
will keep him as a shepherd a flock." 
31:11 For the LORD has ransomed Jacob, and has redeemed him from 
hands too strong for him. 
31:12 They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall 
be radiant over the goodness of the LORD, over the grain, the wine, and 
the oil, and over the young of the flock and the herd; their life shall become 
like a watered garden, and they shall never languish again. 
31:13 Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, and the young 
men and the old shall be merry. I will turn their mourning into joy, I will 
comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. 
31:14 I will give the priests their fill of fatness, and my people shall be 
satisfied with my bounty, says the LORD. 
 

Gospel Lesson:                                     John 1:10-18 
 

1:10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet 
the world did not know him. 
1:11 He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept 
him. 
1:12 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power 
to become children of God, 
1:13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of 
man, but of God. 
1:14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen 
his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 
1:15 (John testified to him and cried out, "This was he of whom I said, 'He 
who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.'") 
1:16 From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 
1:17 The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ. 
1:18 No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to 
the Father's heart, who has made him known. 
 

 
 



Message            “A Great Company”        Pastor Mi Sook Ahn 
New Year’s Litany 
Leader:  A new day has begun! 
People:  (Congregation claps with joy and enthusiasm) 
Leader:  Are you ready to give God praise? 
People:  We ARE ready! 
Leader:  Are you ready to leave behind the baggage? Are you ready to 
step out on faith? 
People:  We are ready! 
Leader:  Are you ready to forgive? Even the one that hurt you the 
most? 
People:  We are ready! 
Leader:  Are you ready to release your doubts and fears? 
People:  We are ready! 
All:  O Lord, how majestic if your name in all the earth! We are 
yours and we are ready! 
 

Hymn of Meditation:       “The First Noel”               UHM #245 
 
1. The first Noel the angel did say was to certain poor shepherds in 

fields as they lay; in fields where they lay keeping their sheep, on a 
cold winter’s night that was so deep. Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is 
the King of Israel. 
 

2. They looked up and saw a star shining in the east, beyond them far; 
and to the earth it gave great light, and so it continued both day and 
night. Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel. 

 

Invitation:  
Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent 
of their sin and seek to live in peace with one another. Therefore, let us 
confess our sin before God and one another. 
 

Confession and Pardon: 
Merciful God  
We confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. We 
have failed to be an obedient church. We have broken your law, we 
have rebelled against your love, we have not loved our neighbors, 
and we have not heard the cry of the needy. Forgive us, we pray. 
Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

All pray in silence. 
 

Leader to people:  
Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that 
proves God’s love toward us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are 
forgiven. 
 



People to leader: 
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
 

Leader and People: 
Glory to God. Amen. 
 

The Peace:  Let us offer one another signs of reconciliation and love. 
 

Offering:  As a forgiven and reconciled people, let us offer ourselves 
and our gifts to God.  

 

Offertory 
 

*Doxology:  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” UMH 95 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures 
here below; praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise God, Son 
and Holy Ghost, Amen.  
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Almighty God), creator of heaven and earth. Before the 
mountains were brought forth, or you had formed the earth, from 
everlasting to everlasting, you alone are God. You created light out of 
darkness and brought forth life on the earth. You formed us in your 
image and breathed into us the breath of life. When we turned away, 
and our love failed, your love remained steadfast. You delivered us from 
captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God, and spoke to us 
through your prophets. And so, with your people on earth and all the 
company of heaven we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 
highest. 
Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ, in whom you have 
revealed yourself, our light and our salvation. By the baptism of his 
suffering, death, and resurrection you gave birth to your Church, 
delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and made with us a new 
covenant by water and the Spirit. On the night in which he gave himself 
up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to 
his disciples, and said:  "Take, eat; this is my body which is given for 
you. Do this in remembrance of me." When the supper was over he took 



the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said:  "Drink 
from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for 
you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of me." And so, in remembrance of these your 
mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and 
thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering 
for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of 
bread and wine. Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, 
that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood. 
By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in 
ministry to all the world, until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast 
at his heavenly banquet. Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy 
Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

And now, with the confidence of children of God, let us pray: 
Lord’s Prayer: 
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory 
forever. Amen. 
 

Breaking the Bread 
 

Giving the Bread and Cup 
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen. 
The blood of Christ, given for you. Amen. 
 

Prayer after communion: 
Eternal God, 
We give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given 
yourself to us. Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of 
your Spirit, to give ourselves for others, in the name of Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 

Hymn of Celebration:   “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”       UHM #251 
 
1. Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; go, tell it on 

the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born. 
While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night, behold 
throughout the heavens there shown a holy light. 

 



3. Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; go, tell it on 
the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born. 
Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born, and God sent us 
salvation that blessed Christmas morn. 

 

Blessing 
 

Postlude 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Church in Ministry and Mission 
 

 You can complete a Health Questionnaire form by going to 
www.EVC.vaumc.org and click the yellow tab on the left side that 
states Covid Health Acknowledgement Form. Once you submit the 
health form on line, it will go directly to Pastor Mi Sook. You can also 
bring your completed health form on Sunday.  
 

 HAPPY NEW YEAR! To everyone 
 

 Board of Trustees meeting will be on Monday, January 4th at 2pm. 
 

 January Bible Study begins Tuesday, January 5th at 10am on Zoom 
or Wednesday, January 6th at 2pm in person in the Fellowship hall or 
on Zoom, and will last 4 weeks. The study is on 2nd Isaiah 40-55; the 
theme is finding healing and hope in time of trouble. Please call the 
church office to sign up by Monday, January 4th, so we can email 
the lessons and Zoom link to you. 

 

 To be on the prayer list or One Call Now, please call Brenda at the 
office at 757-566-0162 or Pastor Mi Sook at 804-840-8747. The 
ongoing prayer requests will stay on for 2 months unless requested to 
stay on longer. If there is anyone who needs to be taken off the prayer 
list please call the office. 
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