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 Our vision is to seek to live and share the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
to nurture persons of all ages and circumstances for faithful 

discipleship, and to transform faith into service to others. 

Pastor Mi Sook Ahn 
7801 Church Lane, Toano, Virginia  23168 

 

Welcome to our worship service!  Mt. Vernon has been worshipping 
our Lord and serving the Greater Williamsburg Community since 1887. If 

we can be of any assistance to you, please let us know. 
 

Office Hours: Monday–Friday 9am–12pm 
Pastor Mi Sook: 804-840-8747  E-Mail: misookahn@vaumc.org 

Kim Romberg, Admin. Asst.: 757-566-0162  E-Mail: office.mtvernon@gmail.com 
Web Site: mtvernontoano.org 

Sunday Worship Service on-line via Facebook and Web Site at 10:15 am. 
Facebook: MtVernonUMCToanoVA 



Third Sunday of Advent 
December 13, 2020 

 

(*please rise as you are able. Bold wording please read in unison.) 
 

Music: Carol Kendall 
Worship Leader: Jeanne Fulks 
 

Prelude 
 

Greeting: Grace and Peace to you from God and the Lord Jesus Christ 
 

Passing the Peace:  
Greetings: The Peace of Christ be with you. 
Response: And also with you. 

 

Announcements 
 

Advent Candle Lighting: Based on Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 & John 1:6-8, 19-28 
 

Reader One: We want everything to look nice: the decorations of the 
season, our homes with their lights and tinsel, wreaths and ribbons. We 
want to lighten the darkness around us, bring beauty to the ugliness that 
wears us down. We decorate, because it is tradition. Because it lifts our 
hearts. Because it makes us feel like children again. We deck our halls 
because company is coming. 
 

Reader Two: The prophet Isaiah smiled when he said, “God will give a 
garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, a 
mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.” No matter how far we feel from 
the spirit of the season, God promises to decorate us with love and with 
joy. 
 

Reader One: We light these candles as a sign of our joy in the beautiful 
things of this season – not just the things that glitter and flash, but the 
deeper things, the beauty of the heart and the soul, the beauty of love 
shared in service and hospitality. We light this candle of joy because 
company is coming. 
 

Reader Two: O Come, O Come Emmanuel. 
 
Introit:             “Light the Advent Candle”           UMH # 2090 
3. Light the Advent candle, three: Think of heavenly harmony; angels 
singing “Peace on earth” at the blessed Savior’s birth. Candle, candle, 
burning bright, shining in the cold winter night; candle, candle, burning 
bright, fill our hearts with Christmas light.   

 

 
 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=50#hebrew_reading
https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=50#gospel_reading


*Call to Worship:  Based on Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
 

People: We come to worship Christ 
 

Leader: Who proclaims good news to the poor, binds up the broken-
hearted, frees the prisoner and comforts those who mourn. 

 

People: We come to worship Christ 
 

Leader: Who bestows a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of joy 
Instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit 
of despair. 

 

People: We come to worship Christ 
 

Leader: Who rebuilds ancient ruins and restores broken places. 
 

*Opening Prayer:  
Come, Christ Jesus, be our guest, and may our lives by you be 
blest. Come, God-with-us, and free us from the false claims of the 
empires of this world. We are lonely for you and your peace. Come, 
Emmanuel, and dwell with us, make us your people indeed, the 
people through whom you bring love and justice to the world. 
Come, Jesus, and reign; claim your rightful place in our hearts and 
in the midst of our community. Plant the seeds of hope among us. 
Establish God’s reign on earth. For we pray as you taught us that 
God’s reign might come in fullness on earth. 
 

Hymn of Praise:    “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”      UHM #224 
 
1. Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; give ye 

heed to what we say:  News, news! Jesus Christ is born today! Ox and 
ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now.  Christ is born today, 
Christ is born today! 

 

3. Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; now ye 
need not fear the grave:  News, news! Jesus Christ was born to save! 
Calls you one and calls you all to gain his everlasting hall. Christ is born 
to save, Christ is born to save! 

 

Prayer for Illumination: 
 

Holy One,  
Giver of life and light, as your word is read and proclaimed, illumine 
our hearts and minds, that by the power of the Holy Spirit, our lives 
may reflect God’s glory. Amen. 
 

Hebrew Scripture Lesson: Isaiah 61: 1-4, 8-11 
61:1 The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has 
anointed me; he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind 
up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to 
the prisoners; 



61:2 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor, and the day of vengeance of 
our God; to comfort all who mourn; 
61:3 to provide for those who mourn in Zion-- to give them a garland 
instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of 
praise instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. 
61:4 They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former 
devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many 
generations. 
61:8 For I the LORD love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will 
faithfully give them their recompense, and I will make an everlasting 
covenant with them. 
61:9 Their descendants shall be known among the nations, and their 
offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge that 
they are a people whom the LORD has blessed. 
61:10 I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my 
God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered 
me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a 
garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
61:11 For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes 
what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness 
and praise to spring up before all the nations. (New Standard Revised 
Version) 
 

Gospel Lesson                                    Luke 1:46b-55 
1:46b "My soul magnifies the Lord,  
1:47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
1:48 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, 
from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
1:49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 
1:50 His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 
1:51 He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in 
the thoughts of their hearts. 
1:52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up 
the lowly; 
1:53 he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away 
empty. 
1:54 He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 
1:55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and 
to his descendants forever." (New Standard Revised Version) 
 
Message  “The Source of Healing and Strength” Pastor Mi Sook Ahn 
 
 
 



*Affirmation of Faith: Apostle’s Creed, Traditional Version   UMH 881 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; And 
in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord: who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried;* the third day he rose from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and 
the death. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic** church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Hymn of Meditation:      “Away in a Manger”            UMH #217 
 
1. Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, the little Lord Jesus laid down his 

sweet head. The stars in the sky looked down where he lay, the little 
Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay. 
 

2. The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, but little Lord Jesus, no crying 
he makes; I love thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky and stay by 
my cradle till morning is nigh. 

 

Offertory Prayer   
 

*Doxology: “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” UMH 95 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures 
here below; praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise God, Son 
and Holy Ghost, Amen.  
 

Pastoral Prayer 
 

Lord’s Prayer: 
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory 
forever. Amen. 
 

Hymn of Celebration:   “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”         UHM #229 
 
1. Infant holy, infant lowly, for his bed and cattle stall; oxen lowing, little 
knowing, Christ the babe is Lord of all. Swift are winging angels singing, 
noels ringing, tidings bringing:  Christ the babe is Lord of all. 
2. Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping vigil till morning new saw the 
glory, heard the story, tidings of a gospel true. Thus rejoicing, free from 
sorrow, praises voicing, greet the morrow:  Christ the babe was for you. 
 

 
 



Blessing 

Postlude 

Carols in the Parking Lot 

Caroling in the Parking lot 

  “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”     UHM 196 

1. Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; from our
fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in thee. Israel’s strength
and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; dear desire of every
nation, joy of every longing heart.

   “The First Noel”      UHM 245 

1. The first Noel the angel did say was to certain poor shepherds in fields
as they lay; in fields where they lay keeping their sheep, on a cold
winter’s night that was do deep. Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the
King of Israel.

  “O Come, All Ye Faithful”   UHM 234 

1. O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, O come ye, O come ye,
to Bethlehem. Come and behold him, born the King of angels; O come,
let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord.

Copyright Notice 
Advent Candle Lighting:  www.umcdiscipleship.org

Call to Worship:  written by Phil Whyte, Holy City Planning Group, and posted on the Church of 
Scotland’s Starters for Sunday website. www.umcdiscipleship.org. 

Opening Prayer:  Ruth Duck, Flames of the Spirit, Pilgrim Press, 1985, p. 14. 
www.umcdiscipleship.org. 

Message:  traditional use of this creed includes these word: “He descended into hell.”** universal 
CCLI Copyright Streaming License: 20688434, Size A. 

http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/8787/11dec2011.pdf
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/


The Church in Ministry and Mission 

 You can complete a Health Questionnaire form by going to 
www.EVC.vaumc.org and click the yellow tab on the left side that states 
Covid Health Acknowledgement Form. Once you submit the health form 
on line it will go directly to Pastor Mi Sook. You can also bring your completed 
health form on Sunday.  

 A Christmas ornament has been graciously purchased for each family 
from Jack Kendall. Please pick one up in the Narthex on your way out and 
it is 1 per family/household.  

 Honor & Memory, If you would like to make a donation to the memorial 
fund in honor/memory of someone, please fill out the request in the 
attachment (see next page) or contact the church office. The cost is $8.00 
and forms must be returned no later than December 14th. Make checks 
payable to Mt. Vernon UMC. (Checks may be dropped off at the church 
office or dropped in the offering plate.) The Sanctuary will be decorated 
with some Poinsettias in celebration of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
rising from the dead. 

 During Advent there will be "Christmas Caroling in the Parking Lot" after 
Sunday worship. It will be approximately few minutes after 11am. We will 
sing carols for those who want to come sing together in the parking lot with 
mask and social distancing. 

 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service will be held Thursday, December 24th 
at 6pm. 

 Advent Bible Study (Tuesday Morning) 
Time: Dec 15, 2020 10:00 AM. 

 To be on the prayer list or One Call Now, please call Brenda at the office at 
757-566-0162 or Pastor Mi Sook at 804-840-8747. The ongoing prayer 
requests will stay on for 2 months unless requested to stay on longer. If 
there is anyone who needs to be taken off the prayer list please call the 
office. 



If you would like to make a donation to the memorial fund in 
honor/memory of someone, please fill out the request below 
or contact the church office. The cost is $8.00 and forms must 
be returned no later than December 14th.  Make checks 
payable to Mt. Vernon UMC. (Checks may be dropped off at the 

church office or dropped in the offering plate.) The Sanctuary will 
be decorated with some Poinsettias in celebration of Our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ rising from the dead.  

Please use a separate order form for each order. 

In Honor of: ______________________________________________ 

In Memory of: ____________________________________________ 

From:___________________________________________________

_ 

If you would like to make a donation to the memorial fund in 
honor/memory of someone, please fill out the request below 
or contact the church office. The cost is $8.00 and forms must 
be returned no later than December 14th.  Make checks 
payable to Mt. Vernon UMC. (Checks may be dropped off at the 

church office or dropped in the offering plate.) The Sanctuary will 
be decorated with some Poinsettias in celebration of Our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ rising from the dead.  

Please use a separate order form for each order. 

In Honor of: ______________________________________________ 

In Memory of: ____________________________________________ 

From:___________________________________________________

_ 

If you would like to make a donation to the memorial fund in 
honor/memory of someone, please fill out the request below 
or contact the church office. The cost is $8.00 and forms must 
be returned no later than December 14th. Make checks 
payable to Mt. Vernon UMC. (Checks may be dropped off at the 

church office or dropped in the offering plate.) The Sanctuary will 
be decorated with some Poinsettias in celebration of Our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ rising from the dead.  

Please use a separate order form for each order. 

In Honor of: ______________________________________________ 

In Memory of: ____________________________________________ 

From:___________________________________________________

_ 


