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 Our vision is to seek to live and share the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
to nurture persons of all ages and circumstances for faithful 

discipleship, and to transform faith into service to others. 

Pastor Mi Sook Ahn 
7801 Church Lane, Toano, Virginia  23168 

 

Welcome to our worship service!  Mt. Vernon has been worshipping 
our Lord and serving the Greater Williamsburg Community since 1887. If 

we can be of any assistance to you, please let us know. 
 

Office Hours: Monday–Friday 9am–12pm 
Pastor Mi Sook: 804-840-8747  E-Mail: misookahn@vaumc.org 

Kim Romberg, Admin. Asst.: 757-566-0162  E-Mail: office.mtvernon@gmail.com 
Web Site: mtvernontoano.org 

Sunday Worship Service on-line via Facebook and Web Site at 10:15 am. 
Facebook: MtVernonUMCToanoVA 

  



Second Sunday of Advent 
December 6, 2020 

 

(*please rise as you are able. Bold wording please read in unison.) 
 

Music: Carol Kendall 
 

Prelude 
 

Greeting: Grace and Peace to you from God and the Lord Jesus Christ 
 

Passing the Peace:  
Greetings: The Peace of Christ be with you. 
Response: And also with you. 

 

Announcements 
 

Advent Candle Lighting 
Reader One:  Our lists are long, even in this strange mess where we 
live these days. And we want to do it right, we want to be safe, but we 
want to be able to enjoy the season. We’ve got work to do to put right 
what has gone wrong, to heal what is broken, to mend the relationships, 
and to prepare for the company that will come. 
Reader Two:  The prophet Isaiah reminded us that there is work to be 
done. “Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God.” When God comes in, then healing is to be found, 
but we need to make the way; we need to open the door into our lives. 
Reader One:  So, we light these candles as a sign of our faith that the 
God we worship is not far from us and that we can clear the way for that 
God to come and dwell with us. We light these candles in faith that 
company is coming. 
Reader Two:  O Come, O Come Emmanuel. 
 

Introit:        “Light the Advent Candle”  The Faith We Sing #2090 
2. Light the Advent candle, two:  Think of humble shepherds, who filled 
with wonder at the sight of the child of Christmas night. Candle, candle, 
burning bright, shining in the cold winter night; candle, candle, burning 
bright, fill our hearts with Christmas light. 
 

*Call to Worship:                           based on Isaiah 40: 1-11 
Leader: Listen! The voice of God calls out across the ages. 
Men: We hear and respond. We rise up to worship God from the 
valleys, the mountains, and the plains. 
Leader: Like a shepherd, God leads us and tenderly gathers us together. 
Women: Comfort, comfort O my people says our God of love. 
All: The grass withers and the flower fades; But the word of our God 
will stand forever! 



*Opening Prayer:  
O God, You call to us from the wild places, you call to us from the 
inner chambers of our hearts. We come in answer to your call. We 
come to pray, to praise, To learn of your love for all creation. Reveal 
your glory that we may see it together Inform and inspire us to seek 
your kingdom on earth in our time. Amen. 
 

Hymn of Praise:    “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”       UMH #211 
1. O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns 

in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

2. O Come, thou Root of Jesse’s tree, an ensign of thy people be; before 
thee rulers silent fall; all peoples on thy mercy call. Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to the, O Israel. 

 

Prayer for Illumination: 
Mighty God, send your Holy Spirit to speak peace, that the good 
news of this age may be proclaimed through your word, which 
stands forever. Amen.  

 

Hebrew Scripture:                                  Isaiah 40: 1-11 
 

Gospel Lesson:                                       Mark 1:1-8 
 

Message          “Company Is Coming”       Pastor Mi Sook Ahn 
Preparing the Way 
Where there seems to be no way to end the conflict and violence in our 
time, we pray that you would teach us, O Christ, to prepare the way; 
Where we can see no way to provide for the needs of all people, we 
pray that you would show us, O Christ, how to prepare the way; Where 
can find no way to work together for justice, we pray that you would 
change us, O Christ until we prepare the way; Where we are unable to 
believe in a way to live simply, responsibly and mindfully, we pray that 
you would inspire us, O Christ, to faith that prepares the way; In a world 
where we are tempted to see so many of our challenges as dead-ends, 
we pray for a new vision, a new heart and a new commitment to prepare 
the way for your reign, your grace, your shalom and for the liberation, 
justice and peace that you bring. 
Amen. 
 
Hymn of Meditation:   “In the Bleak Midwinter”         UMH # 221 
1. In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, earth stood hard as 

iron, water like a stone; snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on 
snow, in the bleak midwinter, long ago. 

2. Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain; heaven and 
earth shall flee away when he comes to reign. In the bleak midwinter 
a stable place sufficed the Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ. 

 



 
Invitation:  
Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent 
of their sin and seek to live in peace with one another. Therefore, let us 
confess our sin before God and one another. 
 

Confession and Pardon 
Merciful God  
We confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart.  
We have failed to be an obedient church.  
We have broken your law, we have rebelled against your love, we 
have not loved our neighbors, and we have not heard the cry of the 
needy. 
Forgive ups, we pray. 
Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

All pray in silence. 
Leader to people:  
Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that 
proves God’s love toward us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are 
forgiven. 
 

People to leader: 
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
 

Leader and People: 
Glory to God. Amen. 
 

The Peace: Let us offer one another signs of reconciliation and love. 
 
Offering: As a forgiven and reconciled people, let us offer ourselves and 
our gifts to God.  

 

Offertory 
 

*Doxology: “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” UMH #95 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures 
here below; praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise God, Son 
and Holy Ghost, Amen.  
 
Pastoral Prayer 
 

 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them up to the Lord. 



Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Almighty God, creator of heaven and earth. You formed 
us in your image and breathed into us the breath of life. When we turned 
away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast. You delivered 
us from captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God, and spoke to 
us through your prophets, who looked for that day when justice shall roll 
down like waters and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream, when 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war 
anymore. And so, with your people on earth and all the company of 
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth 
are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ, whom you sent in 
the fullness of time to be a light to the nations. You scatter the proud in 
the imagination of their hearts and have mercy on those who fear you 
from generation to generation. You put down the mighty from their 
thrones and exalt those of low degree. You fill the hungry with good 
things, and the rich you send empty away. Your own Son came among 
us as a servant to be Emmanuel, your presence with us. He humbled 
himself in obedience to your will and freely accepted death on a cross. 
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection you gave birth to 
your Church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and made with 
us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. On the night in which he 
gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the 
bread, gave it to his disciples, and said:  "Take, eat; this is my body 
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me." When the supper 
was over he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, 
and said:  "Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new 
covenant, poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." And so, in 
remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer 
ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in 
union with Christ's offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of 
bread and wine. Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that 
we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood. 
By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in 
ministry to all the world, until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast 
at his heavenly banquet. Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy 
Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, 
now and forever. Amen. 



And now, with the confidence of children of God, let us pray: 
Lord’s Prayer: 
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory 
forever. Amen. 
 

Breaking the Bread 
 

Giving the Bread and Cup 
The body of Christ, given for you. Amen. 
The blood of Christ, given for you. Amen. 
 

Prayer after communion 
Eternal God, 
We give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given 
yourself to us. Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of 
your Spirit, to give ourselves for others, in the name of Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 

Hymn of Celebration: “Angels from the Realms of Glory” UMH # 220 
1. Angels from the realms of glory, wing your flight o’er all the earth; ye 
who sang creation’s story now proclaim Messiah’s birth:  Come and 
worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn King. 
4. Saints, before the altar bending, watching long in hope and fear; 
suddenly the Lord, descending, in his temple shall appear:  Come and 
worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn King. 

 

Blessing 
 

Postlude 
 

Carols in the Parking Lot—Please see last page. 
 

 
 

Copyright Notice 
Advent Candle Lighting: https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/advent-candle-lighting-liturgy-2020 

Call to Worship: www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning.https://re-
worship.blogspot.com/2011/11/opening-liturgy-isaiah-40-1-11.html 

Opening Prayer: www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning. From Valleys to Mountains, Service 
Prayers for the Second Sunday of Advent, was written by the Rev. Penny L. Lowes, an ordained 

minister in the United Church of Christ and a free-lance writer. Posted on the Worship Ways website 
of the United Church of Christ. https://re-worship.blogspot.com/2011/11/opening-liturgy-isaiah-40-1-

11.html 
Message:  https://sacredise.com/prayers/season/advent/preparing-the-way/ 
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The Church in Ministry and Mission 

 You can complete a Health Questionnaire form by going to 
www.EVC.vaumc.org and click the yellow tab on the left side that 
states Covid Health Acknowledgement Form. Once you submit the 
health form on line it will go directly to Pastor Mi Sook. You can also bring 
your completed health form on Sunday.  

 Honor & Memory, If you would like to make a donation to the memorial 
fund in honor/memory of someone, please fill out the request in the 
attachment or contact the church office. The cost is $8.00 and forms must 
be returned no later than December 14th. Make checks payable to Mt. 
Vernon UMC. (Checks may be dropped off at the church office or dropped 
in the offering plate.) The Sanctuary will be decorated with some 
Poinsettias in celebration of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

 2020 District Conference Rev. Kim, District Superintendent, is calling the 
2020 District Conference on Sunday, December 6, 2020 at 7:00 pm via 
Zoom. All material needed for the District Conference will be emailed on 
Monday, November 30, 2020. 

 During Advent there will be "Christmas Caroling in the Parking Lot" after 
Sunday worship. It will be approximately few minutes after 11am. We will 
sing carols for those who want to come sing together in the parking lot with 
mask and social distancing. 

 Advent Bible Study will be a 4 week Bible study beginning via zoom on 
Tuesday December 1 – December 22. Two times will be offered 10AM and 
7PM (for 7PM need at least 2 people). The study is on a book by Pamela 
Hawkins; “Simply Wait” which can be purchased on Amazon for $11.98. 
Please contact the office or Pastor Mi Sook in you plan on attending.  

 

Praises 
Thanks to everyone who contributed to “Operation Love,” by giving gifts, 

they were very appreciative! 
 
 
 

To be on the prayer list or One Call Now, please call Brenda at the office at 
757-566-0162 or Pastor Mi Sook at 804-840-8747. The ongoing prayer 
requests will stay on for 2 months unless requested to stay on longer. If there 
is anyone who needs to be taken off the prayer list please call the office. 
  



Caroling in the Parking lot 
 

                   O Little Town of Bethlehem        UMH #230 
 

1.  O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie; above thy deep 
and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by. Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
the everlasting light; the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee 
tonight. 

 
 

                Hark! The Herald Angels Sing       UMH #240 
 

1.  Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King; peace on 
earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” Joyful, all ye 
nations rise, join the triumph of the skies; with th’angelic host proclaim, 
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

 
 
              Good Christian Friends, Rejoice       UMH#224 

 
1.  Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; give ye 

heed to what we say:  News, news! Jesus Christ is born today! Ox and 
ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now. Christ is born today, 
Christ is born today! 


