
Mt. Vernon United Methodist Church 
Where All the People are Ministers of Christ 

 

 

Our vision is to seek to live and share the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
to nurture persons of all ages and circumstances for faithful 

discipleship, and to transform faith into service to others. 

Pastor Mi Sook Ahn 
7801 Church Lane, Toano, Virginia  23168 

 

Welcome to our worship service!  Mt. Vernon has been worshipping 
our Lord and serving the Greater Williamsburg Community since 1887. If 

we can be of any assistance to you, please let us know. 
 

Office Hours: Monday–Friday 9am–12pm 
Pastor Mi Sook: 804-840-8747  E-Mail: misookahn@vaumc.org 

Brenda Rowe, Admin. Asst.: 757-566-0162  E-Mail: office.mtvernon@gmail.com 
Web Site: mtvernontoano.org 

Sunday Worship Service on-line via Facebook and Web Site at 10:15 am. 
Facebook: MtVernonUMCToanoVA 



First Sunday of Advent 
November 29, 2020 

 

(*please rise as you are able. Bold wording please read in unison.) 
 

Music: Carol Kendall 
Worship Leader:  Suzanne Latimer 
 

Prelude 
 

Greeting: Grace and Peace to you from God and the Lord Jesus Christ 
 

Passing the Peace:  
Greetings: The Peace of Christ be with you. 
Response: And also with you. 

 

Announcements 
 

Advent Candle Lighting 
 

Reader One: If ever there was a year we needed Advent, this is the 
year. We hardly know how to describe the year we have lived through. 
We hesitate to reflect on all the mess around us in 2020. All we know is 
that nothing seems right, nothing seems like it used to be, nothing. We 
need Advent! 
Reader Two: The prophet Isaiah cried out for us, “O that you would tear 
open the heavens and come down … To make your name known … so 
that nations might tremble at your presence.” So tear through the mess, 
O Lord, and come down to us again. We long to be your people, a 
people of hope. 
Reader One: We light this first candle as a sign of our hope. Hope that 
you can meet us, even in the mess of our world. Hope that you still see 
us, though we feel we are lost in the rubble. Let this light be the guide 
that brings us to Emmanuel once more. 
Reader Two: O Come, O Come Emmanuel.  
 

Introit:         Light the Advent Candle    The Faith We Sing #2090 
Light the Advent candle, one:  Now the waiting has begun; we have 
started on our way, time to think of Christmas day. Candle, candle, burning 
bright, shining in the cold winter night; candle, candle, burning bright, fill 
our hearts with Christmas light. 
 

*Call to Worship:  Come, Lord Jesus, Come  
 

People: Come Lord Jesus, Come! 
Leader: Rip open the sky, Make planes divert their flight paths, Tell the 
mountains to duck, And rush into this sanctuary. 
People: Come Lord Jesus, Come! 



Leader: Come and silence the violence, Stop stray bullets that kill the 
innocent, Expose dealers who peddle addiction, Make your enemies 
know you and tremble in your presence. 
People: Come Lord Jesus, Come! 
Leader: We may fail to notice your presence in everyday living, in casual 
conversations, Or in blessings disguised as “coincidences.” Still we cry … 

People: Come Lord Jesus, Come! 
 

Opening Prayer:  
Dear God, we thank You that You have promised to be with us no 
matter what difficult circumstances invade our lives and we lift up 
our many brothers and sisters in Christ who are facing increasingly 
hard times. We are watching and waiting for the soon return of our 
Lord Jesus Christ and join with the Spirit in praying: "Come Lord 
Jesus." In these increasingly difficult times, we ask for Your strength 
and courage to face whatever lies ahead, knowing that the suffering 
of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory 
which shall be revealed in us... and that nothing can separate us from 
the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus. AMEN. 
 

Hymn of Praise:  Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Might Gates     UMH #213 
1.Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates; behold the King of glory waits; the 
King of kings is drawing near; the Savior of the world is here! 
4.Thy Holy Spirit lead us on until our glorious goal is won; eternal praise, 
eternal fame be offered, Savior, to thy name! 
 

Prayer for Illumination: 
Gracious God, heaven and earth will pass away, but your words will 
not pass away: Your words stands forever. May our generation be 
attentive so that, by the power of your Holy Spirit, we remember your 
ways and gladly do right, meeting you wherever and whenever you 
appear. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 
 

Hebrew Scripture Lesson                            Isaiah 64:1-9 
O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the 
mountains would quake at your presence— 
2as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil— to 
make your name known to your adversaries, so that the nations might 
tremble at your presence! 
3When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came down, 
the mountains quaked at your presence. 
4From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has 
seen any God besides you, who works for those who wait for him. 
5You meet those who gladly do right, those who remember you in your 
ways. But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself we 
transgressed.



6We have all become like one who is unclean, 
and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf, 
and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
7There is no one who calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of you; 
for you have hidden your face from us, and have delivered us into the 
hand of our iniquity. 
8Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
we are all the work of your hand. 
9Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, and do not remember iniquity 
forever. Now consider, we are all your people. 
 

Gospel Lesson                                    Mark 13: 24-37   
24“But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and 
the moon will not give its light, 
25and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the 
heavens will be shaken. 
26Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power 
and glory.  
27Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four 
winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes 
tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 
29 So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is 
near, at the very gates. 
30Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things 
have taken place. 
31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
32“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 
33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 
34It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his 
slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to 
be on the watch. 
35Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the 
house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at 
dawn, 
36or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 
37And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” (NRSV) 
 

Message              “Anticipation”           Pastor Mi Sook Ahn 
 

 
Hymn of Meditation: Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  UMH #196 
1. Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; from our 
fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in thee. Israel’s strength 
and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; dear desire of every 
nation, joy of every longing heart. 



 
 

2. Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a King, born to reign in 
us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. By thine own eternal spirit 
rule in all our hearts alone; by thine all sufficient merit, raise us to thy 
glorious throne. 
 

Offertory Prayer   
 

*Doxology: “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” UMH 95 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures 
here below; praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise God, Son 
and Holy Ghost, Amen.  
 

Pastoral Prayer 
 

Lord’s Prayer: 
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory 
forever. Amen. 
 

Hymn of Celebration: I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light UMH #206 
1.I Want to walk as a child of the light. I want to follow Jesus. God set 
the stars to give light to the world. The star of my life is Jesus. In him 
there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike. The 
Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 
 
3.I’m looking for the coming of Christ. I want to be with Jesus. When we 
have run with patience the race, we shall know the joy of Jesus. In him 
there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike. The 
Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

 

Blessing 
 

Postlude 
 

Carols in the Parking Lot 
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The Church in Ministry and Mission 
 

 You can complete a Health Questionnaire form by going to 
www.EVC.vaumc.org and click the yellow tab on the left side that states 
Covid Health Acknowledgement Form. Once you submit the health form 
online, it will go directly to Pastor Mi Sook. You can also bring your completed 
health form on Sunday.  

 If you are unable to attend in-person Worship on Communion Sunday on 
December 6th, the office will have a sealed and pre-packaged 
Communion wafer and grape juice. Please stop by the office by noon on 
November 30-December 4th to pick it up. 

 2020 District Conference Rev. Kim, District Superintendent, is calling the 
2020 District Conference on Sunday, December 6, 2020 at 7:00 pm via 
Zoom. All material needed for the District Conference will be emailed on 
Monday, November 30, 2020. 

 During Advent there will be "Christmas Caroling in the Parking Lot" after 
Sunday worship. It will be approximately few minutes after 11am. We will 
sing carols for those who want to come sing together in the parking lot with 
mask and social distancing. 

 Advent Bible Study will be a 4-week Bible study beginning via Zoom on 
Tuesday December 1 – December 22. Two times will be offered: 10AM and 
7PM (for 7PM need at least 2 people). The study is on a book by Pamela 
Hawkins, “Simply Wait,” which can be purchased on Amazon for $11.98. 
Please contact the office or Pastor Mi Sook if you plan on attending.  

 
 Tuesday Morning Bible Study 

Time: Dec 1, 2020 10:00 AM. Tue, Beginning 12/1-12/22/20. 
 

 Tuesday Evening Bible Study 
Time: Dec 1, 2020 07:00 PM. Tue, 12/1-12/22/2020.  
 

 To be on the prayer list or One Call Now, please call Brenda at the office 
at 757-566-0162 or Pastor Mi Sook at 804-840-8747. The ongoing prayer 
requests will stay on for 2 months unless requested to stay on longer. If there 
is anyone who needs to be taken off the prayer list please call the office. 

 


