
Mt. Vernon United Methodist Church 
Where All the People are Ministers of Christ 

 

 

Our vision is to seek to live and share the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
to nurture persons of all ages and circumstances for faithful 

discipleship, and to transform faith into service to others. 

Pastor Mi Sook Ahn 
7801 Church Lane, Toano, Virginia  23168 

 

Welcome to our worship service!  Mt. Vernon has been worshipping 
our Lord and serving the Greater Williamsburg Community since 1887. If 

we can be of any assistance to you, please let us know. 
 

Office Hours: Monday–Friday 9am–12pm 
Pastor Mi Sook: 804-840-8747  E-Mail: misookahn@vaumc.org 

Brenda Rowe, Admin. Asst.: 757-566-0162  E-Mail: office.mtvernon@gmail.com 
Web Site: mtvernontoano.org 

Sunday Worship Service on-line via Facebook and Web Site at 10:15 am. 
Facebook: MtVernonUMCToanoVA 



Twenty-Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
November 22, 2020 

 
(*please rise as you are able. Bold wording please read in unison.) 

 

Music: Carol Kendall 
Worship Leader: Betty Brantley 
 

Prelude 
 

Lighting the Candles 
 

Greeting: Grace and Peace to you from God and the Lord Jesus Christ 
 

Announcements 
 

Passing the Peace:  
Greetings: The Peace of Christ be with you. 
Response: And also with you. 

 

Introit                  Alleluia, Alleluia                UMH #162 
Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord. Alleluia, alleluia! Give 
praise to his name. name. Jesus is Lord of all the earth. He is the King of 
creation. Alle- 
 

*Call to Worship:  
Leader: We come, for God gathers us here, with that community called 
faith: 
People: where the hungry are served first, where the thirsty drink 
life's water. 
Leader: We come, for God welcomes us here into that home called grace: 
People: where the naked are clothed in robes of hope; where the 
stranger is embraced as the long-lost prodigal. 
Leader: We come, for God reunites us here, sisters and brothers in that 
family called love: 
People: where the imprisoned model justice, where the sick are 
cradled in God's peace.   
 

*Opening Prayer:  
Lord of lords, Creator of all things, God of all things, God over all 
gods, God of sun and rain, you created the earth with a thought and 
us with your breath.  
Lord, we brought in the harvest.  
The rain watered the earth; the sun drew cassava and corn out of the 
clay.  
Your mercy showered blessing after blessing over our country.  
Creeks grew into rivers, swamps became lakes.  



Healthy fat cows graze on the green sea of the savanna.  
The rain smoothed out the clay walls.  
The mosquitos perished in the high waters.  
Lord the yam is fat like meat, the cassava melts on the tongue, 
oranges burst in their peels, dazzling and bright.  
Lord, nature gives thanks, your creatures give thanks.  
Your praise rises in us like the great river.  
Lord of lords, Creator, Provider, we thank you in the name of Jesus 
Christ.  
 

*Hymn of Praise:        We Gather Together            UMH #131 
1.We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing; he chastens and hastens 
his will to make known. The wicked oppressing now cease from 
distressing. Sing praises to his name; he forgets not his own. 
3.We all do extol thee, thou leader triumphant, and pray that thou still our 
defender wilt be. Let thy congregation escape tribulation; thy name be 
ever praised! O Lord, make us free! 

 

Prayer for Illumination: 
Holy God, open your Word. Give us a spirit of wisdom and revelation, 
that our eyes may be enlightened and we may know the hope to which 
we have been called; through Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.  
 

Scripture Reading                            Deuteronomy 8: 7-18 

7 For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good land, a land with 
flowing streams, with springs and underground waters welling up in 
valleys and hills,  
8 a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a 
land of olive trees and honey,  
9 a land where you may eat bread without scarcity, where you will lack 
nothing, a land whose stones are iron and from whose hills you may mine 
copper.  
10 You shall eat your fill and bless the LORD your God for the good land 
that he has given you. 
11 Take care that you do not forget the LORD your God, by failing to keep 
his commandments, his ordinances, and his statutes, which I am 
commanding you today.  
12 When you have eaten your fill and have built fine houses and live in 
them,  
13 and when your herds and flocks have multiplied, and your silver and 
gold is multiplied, and all that you have is multiplied,  



14 then do not exalt yourself, forgetting the LORD your God, who brought 
you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery,  
15 who led you through the great and terrible wilderness, an arid 
wasteland with poisonous snakes and scorpions. He made water flow for 
you from flint rock,  
16 and fed you in the wilderness with manna that your ancestors did not 
know, to humble you and to test you, and in the end to do you good.  
17 Do not say to yourself, “My power and the might of my own hand have 
gotten me this wealth.”  
18 But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you power to 
get wealth, so that he may confirm his covenant that he swore to your 
ancestors, as he is doing today. (New Revised Standard Version)    
 

Message       “What Are We Grateful For?”    Pastor Mi Sook Ahn 
 

A Prayer of Litany 
 

One: O God of promises, you remind us again and again that you are 
present with your people. When our hearts are broken, 
All: You are here. 
One: When we wait in worry to hear about a diagnosis, 
All: You are here. 
One: When we lose the ones we love, 
All: You are here. 
One: Where anyone is hungry or thirsty, 
All: You are here. 
One: When we feel like strangers, 
All: You are here. 
One: Where anyone is sick or in need of care and company, 
All: You are here. 
One: When people are in prison, 
All: You are here. 
One: When anyone needs clothing, 
All: You are here. 
One: Loving God, You are here with us when we suffer. Empower us to 
be with others as they suffer, our neighbors both near and far. You are 
here, God, in the midst of suffering—and we want to be where you are. 
All: Amen.  
 

Hymn of Meditation   Now Thank We All Our God      UMH #102 
1.Now thank we all our God, with heart and hands and voices, who 
wondrous things has done, in whom this world rejoices; who from our 
mothers’ arms has blessed us on our way with countless gifs of love, and 
still is ours today. 



2.O may this bounteous God through all our life be near us, with ever joyful 
hearts and blessed peace to cheer us; and keep us still in grace, and guide 
us when perplexed; and free us from all ills, in this world and the next. 
 

Offertory Prayer:   
 

*Doxology:  “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” UMH 95 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures 
here below; praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise God, Son 
and Holy Ghost, Amen.  
 

Pastoral Prayer 
 

Lord’s Prayer: 
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory 
forever. Amen. 
 

Hymn of Celebration:  Come, Ye Thankful People, Come   UMH #694 
1 .Come, ye thankful people, come, raise the song of harvest home; all is 
safely gathered in, ere the winter storms begin. God our Maker doth 
provide for our wants to be supplied; come to God’s own temple, come, 
raise the song of harvest home. 
4. Even so, Lord, quickly come, bring thy final harvest home; gather thou 
thy people in, free from sorrow, free from sin, there, forever purified, in thy 
presence to abide; come, with all thine angels, come, raise the glorious 
harvest home. 
 

Blessing 
 

Postlude 
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The Church in Ministry and Mission 

 You can complete a Health Questionnaire form by going to 
www.EVC.vaumc.org and click the yellow tab on the left side that states 
Covid Health Acknowledgement Form. Once you submit the health form 
on line it will go directly to Pastor Mi Sook. You can also bring your completed 
health form on Sunday.  

 Board of Trustee Meeting Tuesday, November 24, 7PM 
 3rd annual HART Thanksgiving service video will be posted at 7PM on 

November 23. The video will be available to view at that time OR at a later 
time per your convenience. It would be fun to do a Watch Party on 
Facebook at 7PM, so there is some real time fellowship. Links are 
attached: HART’s website: peninsulahart.org; HART’s Facebook 
page: www.facebook.com/PeninsulaHART/; HART’s YouTube 
channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCy22wNO4U9L8OW2uY29yT
Ew 

 The Chrismon tree is going up and you are invited to share in decorating it 
for the season. If you are interested in helping, the tree will be ready to 
accept decorations on Monday, November 23, starting at 9:00 a.m. All 
decorations for the sanctuary and the tree will be on the front pews and 
awaiting for some helping hands to get them put in place. Please obey mask 
wearing and social distancing while dressing up the tree and the 
church. Around 3:00 p.m. the cleanup crew will finish the tree and put things 
away. Any questions, email or call Fran.  If you don’t have a key, please call 
the office so Brenda can let you in. 

 2020 District Conference Rev. Kim, District Superintendent, is calling the 
2020 District Conference on Sunday, December 6, 2020 at 7:00 pm via 
Zoom. All material needed for the District Conference will be emailed on 
Monday, November 30, 2020. 

 During Advent there will be "Christmas Caroling in the Parking Lot" after 
Sunday worship. It will be approximately few minutes after 11am. We will 
sing carols for those who want to come sing together in the parking lot with 
mask and social distancing. 

 Advent Bible Study will be a 4 week Bible study beginning via Zoom on 
Tuesday December 1 – December 22. Two times will be offered 10AM and 
7PM (for 7PM need at least 2 people). The study is on a book by Pamela 
Hawkins, “Simply Wait,” which can be purchased on Amazon for $11.98. 
Please contact the office or Pastor Mi Sook in you plan on attending. 

 To be on the prayer list or One Call Now, please call Brenda at the office 
at 757-566-0162 or Pastor Mi Sook at 804-840-8747. The ongoing prayer 
requests will stay on for 2 months unless requested to stay on longer. If there 
is anyone who needs to be taken off the prayer list please call the office. 
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