
 
Mt. Vernon News Blast 
Week of October 2-8, 2020 

 
 

Announcements/Missions 
 

 In Person Worship will be held on Sunday, October 4 at 10:15 am.  The Health Questionnaire 
is at www.EVC.vaumc.org and click the yellow tab on the left side that states Covid Health 
Acknowledgement Form. By submitting the Health Questionnaire and you find are unable to 
attend Worship Service on that Sunday for whatever reason, that is not a problem.  The 
Health form is also on the Mt. Vernon website. When you arrive for Worship Service on Sunday 
things will look and be a bit different. There will be a few bulletins available on Sunday morning 
for those who are not able to print out a bulletin.  The bulletins will placed on the table where 
the tripod is.  The service can also been seen via Facebook or the Mt. Vernon website.  
 

 Join Pastor Mi Sook for Fellowship on Sunday, October 4 at 11:30 via Zoom.  The information to 
join fellowship time will be emailed to you.  It will be the last Fellowship Zoom as Pastor Mi Sook 
is looking into other ways to connect during the week via online.  

 
 

Introducing the New Administrative Assistant, Brenda R. 
 
Mt. Vernon UMC is pleased to announce the selection of Brenda R. as the church’s new 
Administrative Assistant (AA) to replace Kim, who is retiring on November 14. Brenda has 
outstanding qualifications for the performance of the AA job. Upon learning that the position would 
be open, Brenda called Kim to ask if she could come into the office to observe the duties that the 
position entails. She first came in on a Tuesday and thereafter asked if she could volunteer on 
Tuesdays to become further acquainted with the office setting. Brenda looked at it as a learning 
opportunity if she was not the candidate for the job. 
 

When the church opened the application process, Brenda submitted an application and her résumé, 
which were reviewed by both the SPPR Committee and the Administrative Council. Based upon her 
excellent credentials and a successful interview, Brenda was selected to fill the position and will 
officially begin on October 16. She will work with Kim (overlap) for approximately one month to 
receive thorough one-on-one training. In the meantime, Brenda continues to volunteer in the church 
office on Tuesdays, as she has since July, to familiarize herself with the duties of the job. That is 
dedication! Kim has enjoyed working with and getting to know Brenda and has no doubt that she 
will be an asset to Mt. Vernon. 
 

Brenda looks forward to serving at Mt. Vernon and getting to know the people, as she has heard 
about our wonderful members and what a great place it is to work. 
 
 
 
 

 
Scripture for October 4:  Matthew 21:33-46 

         

Stewardship for week of September 27: $2,005.00 
 

In-Person Worship & Streaming Views on Facebook: 74   



 
 
Theresa Kaufmann wrote on September 23 one of her favorite’s psalms is Psalm 113 (reprinted 
below the poem).  Reading what she wrote inspired Bill Watkins to write a poem to Theresa.  Theresa 
shared the poem with Kim and Kim asked her and Bill if they would give their permission to print it.  
Thankfully, they both said yes.   
 

Thank you Theresa for writing from your heart on why Psalm 113 resonates with you and it was an 
inspiration to many including Bill who stated Theresa’s witness words inspired him to write “My 
Witness”.   
 

My Witness 
 

From childhood poverty I came 
with feelings of dependence pain. 

By wit and effort I became 
a proud member of the things game. 
My sense of hollowness remained 

with its attendant mental strain. 
Then Christ’s love and grace I claimed 

and my spiritual life gained. 
True Joy and peace I did attain 

through helping others tame 
the perils of their life’s game. 

I do very proudly acclaim 
the power of God’s Holy flame. 

 

Bill Watkins   ©   9-23-2020 
 
In my childhood, I used to be very ashamed and embarrassed about my living situation. Knowing me 
now, you may not ever guess that I grew up in an extremely economically poor household.  When I 
say poor, I mean, poor!  No heat in the winter most of the time, and a lot of times no running 
water!  Air conditioning didn’t exist in my world and although we were never hungry, the food was 
stretched as far as it could go. 
Growing up in this manner made an indelible mark on my psyche.  I promised myself I would never 
live like that ever again.  It instilled a drive in me and shaped many of my life choices. 
I joined the Marines, went to college, and worked two jobs most of my adulthood.  I also believe that it 
is a part of the reason I held off having children.  I was so determined to get ahead. During that time, I 
acquired a lot of “stuff”.  I thought that when I was financially secure and had lots of things, I would be 
happy. I was so wrong!  No matter how much I attained, I still felt empty.  That is who I call, Theresa 
B.C. (Before Christ) 
  
Fast forward to after my “awakening”, which I talked about in my previous devotion.  Theresa A.C. 
(After Christ) has a totally different perspective!  The “stuff” isn’t important.  I have found that giving 
has opened a whole new world for me.  It is a source of true joy!!  Not just giving money, but also 
giving something more precious, my time!   
  
Although, due to my mental health issues, I can’t do everything I would like, I am a much happier 
person!!  I will also share this with you. When no one else knows about my giving, it makes me feel 
happier!!  It is like I have a secret between me and my Heavenly Father! Some things I don’t even tell 
Courtney about! There is so much need out in the world! Praise be to God that my life has changed! 
  
Psalm 113 is a great reminder for me of what God can do and how we are to serve.  Be blessed!! 


