
Mt. Vernon News Blast 
Week of June 19-25, 2020 

Announcements 
 Office will be closed June 22-26 as Kim will be on vacation. If you need to get a hold of her for a

One Call Now or for any questions, please do not hesitate to call her personal phone. She will be at 
the Outer Banks and will check her phone for messages and the office email as well.

 
 Jenna Bash Festival Virtual Auction: Because of health concerns Proclaiming Grace Outreach

will be having a virtual Jenna Bash Festival this year.
Last year we were asking for donations for our silent auction. Our silent auction will be a lot 

smaller this year, and will consist of an auction as well as an online sale. We will graciously accept
any donations of baskets or gently used items for these purposes.

Last year we tried a new fundraiser during the Bash and it was such a success that we are 
going to expand it this year. People bought a numbered envelope with a gift certificate in it for a
local restaurant. They paid $20 and were guaranteed at gift certificate valued at $25-$50. We only
had 20 envelopes and we sold out in about an hour. This year we hope to expand it to 50
envelopes. Because local restaurants have had such a struggle, we didn't feel good about
asking them to donate gift cards. So instead, we are asking for gift card donations valued
at least $25.00. This will benefit us as well as supporting our local businesses.

As always our Bash will be the first Saturday of August. (August 1st.) There will be more 
information to come. If anyone has a donation for the auction, sale or restaurant wheel, please
contact Kay Rowe. 757-871-7646. Thank you!

 
 Pastor Mi Sook will begin her ministry with Mt. Vernon on July 1. To maintain social

distancing and so masks will not have to be worn in the office, she will have her office set up at
the parsonage and Kim will be in the church office. She will be available just as if she was in the
church office. Pastor Mi Sook will have Friday as her day off. After July 1, please feel free to call
(804-840-8747) her to introduce yourself and welcome her to Mt. Vernon.

Stewardship for week of June 14, 2020: 
Offering: $1,075.00 

Thank you! 

 Shining the Light of Christ:  $3,690.00 was donated to help feed those in need! The donations
will be sent to Feeding America, From His Hands, Proclaiming Grace and St. Olaf Food Pantry.
Thank you for your generosity and thanks to Fran Delo, Outreach/Mission chair, for coming up with
the idea of donating to food banks and organizations.

 Baking Cookies: Thank you to those who made cookies for the Summer Lunch Program. Each
week 200 cookies are needed to pack in the children’s lunches. Stonehouse Presbyterian Church,
Wellspring UMC, and Mt. Vernon are partnering together to make the cookies as they did last year.
Last year the 3 churches made 2400 cookies!



Mt. Vernon United Methodist Church…We are the Church 
As with all churches Mt. Vernon is in new territory with today’s environment. Not 

having a pastor to guide us through these times compounds the situation even more. The 
people of Mt. Vernon have risen to the occasion. Not being able to stream like most 
churches the people of Mt. Vernon have thought of other ways to be in touch with their 
church family. They have been active during these difficult times supporting one another 
and the community. While the church building has been closed, the congregation of Mt. 
Vernon believes the church is the people.  

The congregation designated the month of May to help organizations who support 
the homeless and hungry. The designated organizations were: Feeding America, which 
supplies food banks across America; From His Hands, a local organization comprised of 
churches who serves meals on Friday evenings to the hungry and homeless in our 
community who reside in motels; and Proclaiming Grace Outreach, an Upper James City 
County organization with a food pantry. They are making cookies for the Summer Feeding 
Program which supplies a lunch to school age children who reside in motels and low cost 
housing. 

The congregation on Fridays at noon lights a candle in their homes and are in 
prayer together for our community, the homeless, the homebound, those who have 
experienced COVID-19, those suffering from illness and depression, our military, our front 
line workers, our state and our country. You are invited to be in community prayer from 
your home knowing people are in prayer with you. 

Devotions and words of encouragement are emailed or mailed to the congregation 
every Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Our website is kept up to date with the prayer 
requests, the devotions and the News Blast and information from the Conference 
regarding churches worshiping in person. The congregation is sending cards and calling 
their church family to keep in touch. Hymns are included in the News Blast to remind us 
how hymns tell beautiful stories on being a follower of Christ. 

Mt. Vernon UMC looks forward to the day when all churches are able to meet and 
worship together. Until then … the people will continue to be the church.  



“We Are the Church” 
 

I am the church! You are the church! We are the church together! All who follow Jesus, 
all around the world! Yes, we're the church together! 
 

1The church is not a building, the church is not a steeple, the church is not a resting 
place, the church is a people. 
 
Refrain 
I am the church! You are the church! We are the church together! All who follow Jesus, 
all around the world! Yes, we're the church together! 
 
2We're many kinds of people, with many kinds of faces, all colors and all ages too, from 
all times and places. 
 
Refrain 
I am the church! You are the church! We are the church together! All who follow Jesus, 
all around the world! Yes, we're the church together! 
 
3Sometimes the church is marching, sometimes it's bravely burning, sometimes it's 
riding, sometimes hiding, always it's learning 
 
Refrain 
I am the church! You are the church! We are the church together! All who follow Jesus, 
all around the world! Yes, we're the church together! 
 
4And when the people gather, there's singing and there's praying, there's laughing and 
there's crying sometimes, all of it saying: 
 
Refrain 
I am the church! You are the church! We are the church together! All who follow Jesus, 
all around the world! Yes, we're the church together! 
 
5At Pentecost some people received the Holy Spirit and told the Good News through the 
world 
to all who would hear it. 
 
Refrain 
I am the church! You are the church! We are the church together! All who follow Jesus, 
all around the world! Yes, we're the church together! 
 
 
The United Methodist Hymnal Book of United Methodist Worship copyright © 1989 The United 
Methodist Publishing House, 4th printing, 1990. 


