
Mt. Vernon News Blast 
Week of May 15-22, 2020 

 
 

Announcements 
 

 If you are in need of pastoral care Reverend David Lehman of Williamsburg Mennonite Church 
has offered to be available. Please call Kim at the office (566-0162) or home for his information.  
Thank you to Al Glindemann for arranging the pastor care with Reverend Lehman. 

 Ready to enjoy some fresh air and help keep the grounds of Mt. Vernon up?  Please call Jesse 
Rowe or Kim what week you would like to cut the grass. People driving by the church their first 
impression is how the grounds look. YOU can help make that impression a good one.  We have 
openings from May 18-October 26. Thank you to Jesse Rowe for cutting the grass for the 
month of April and the parsonage this week, and Gene Turner keeping the lawn mowers 
maintained.  

 Hand Sanitizer is needed for Mt. Vernon once worship services begins.  It is in high demand 
and Kim is unable to get any from where she purchases office supplies.  If you are at the store and 
see a bottle please consider purchasing one or two for the church.  Thank you! 

 Solid Rock has been cancelled for June 6.  Reaching New People hopes to reschedule the band 
in the Fall. 

 Prayers for Dora Mae who fell at home and hit her head on a table. She is very sore and is at home.   
 

Thank you! 
 

 Shining the Light of Christ:  As of May 11 donations received for missions: From His Hands: 
$1,165.00, Feeding America in memory of Pastor Chuck $830.00, and $70.00 for Proclaiming Grace 
Food Pantry. Where is God?  Right here at Mt. Vernon helping organizations and people at this very 
difficult time. Thank you for your generosity!  
 

 Pam sends her heart filled thanks and appreciation for all the love, care, concern and prayers 
she has received. The phone calls and cards have been greatly appreciated and helped me 
through these trying times.  Also, thank you to all who have supplied dinners for the week and 
continue to do so until the end of the month. Beth and I have enjoyed them and it has meant so 
much to us we didn’t have to worry about grocery shopping or preparing dinners.  When Rev. Kim 
called Chuck and asked him to be the interim pastor of Mt. Vernon there was no hesitation to say 
yes on either of our parts. The people of Mt. Vernon were special to Chuck and me and will continue 
to be for me.  

 
 

Stewardship for week of May 10:  
Offering: $4,505.00 

 

A Message from Bishop Sharma D. Lewis (see next page) 

  



 

Dear Virginia Conference, 

May the Lord be with you and keep you. It is a wonderful day to be a United Methodist. I know that 
Virginia United Methodists are longing for the return to in-person worship. One of our highest priorities 
must be loving our neighbors through ensuring the safety of those who attend our services. As we 
reported this week, a workgroup of church leaders, medical professionals, and legal professionals have 
been working hard to provide guidance to help us go back to in-person worship safely. On Friday 
morning, the Cabinet reviewed a draft of their work and we are preparing a list of frequently asked 
questions this weekend. 

Friday afternoon, Governor Northam announced that he may loosen the restrictions related to in-
person worship on May 15, 2020. Our timetable, as United Methodists, will be phased. I will allow Drive-
In worship to begin on May 24, 2020 for all churches under strict guidelines that will be released by 
May 15, 2020. I will also authorize some test churches (we will call them “pioneer” churches) to open 
on May 24, 2020 with no more than 25 people in attendance under strict guidelines that will also be 
released by May 15, 2020. These pioneer churches will provide much needed data for the churches in 
our various districts on how to open safely. 

Please continue to be in prayer for those who are affected by COVID-19 and those working hard to 
care for them. Pray as well for those who are extending themselves to serve at great risk and great 
cost. Whenever we return to worship, we will have stories to tell of God’s goodness and provision in 
this crisis. 

Peace and Blessings, 
Bishop Sharma D. Lewis 

 
 

Lord Hear Our Plea 
Like the tragic plagues of ole Covid 19 took control 

and this rabid hidden mole does compile its deadly toll 
from the needy and the old which doth try our human souls. 

God hear our desperate plea show mercy and make us whole. 
 

Thank you to Bill Watkins for submitting the poem for this week’s News Blast 
 

 
 

 
 


