
Mt. Vernon News Blast 
Week of April 17-23, 2020 

 

 
I have been sitting at my desk for the past hour writing and rewriting this New Blast. What to say 
and how to say it. How to put into words our heartbreak, Pastor Chuck, Pam and family, not having 
worship for what we thought was going to be a few weeks turning into months, and the mental toll 
of the isolation and the coronavirus is having for so many people. 
 

When Pastor Chuck received the news that worship service was cancelled for an extended time he 
went into “high gear” (If you haven’t seen him in “high gear,” it is a sight to behold!), thinking of ways 
he can keep the people of Mt. Vernon connected during this time. One of his many ideas was to 
write a devotion and prayer and send it to the congregation on Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
until we were back worshipping together. When we walked out of the office on March 19 and were 
talking, he said he was happy with how things came together with the devotions and sending them 
3 times a week will help people. He said also we need to let people know he was available by phone 
if people wanted to talk about what was happening or just to talk, and he needed to set up some 
kind of schedule to call and check in with everyone. 
 

Pastor Chuck texted me on Saturday, March 21 at 7:38 pm saying: “I’m going to make a one call 
tomorrow at 10:15 just to give kind of a pep talk.” On a Saturday night at 7:30 he was thinking about 
the people of Mt. Vernon. So, in Pastor Chuck’s honor I am going to do the News Blast like any 
other News Blast … I think that is what he would have told me if I asked him what I should do. To 
try and keep things normal in a very un-normal time.                 Kim 

 
Thank you! 

 
 Pastor Chuck for coming out of retirement and bringing hope, healing and reconciliation to 

our church. We thank God for him and Pam. 
 Betty Smith for sending out the devotions and prayers Pastor Chuck wrote and to keep on 

writing them. (He texted me on March 23 and said: “FYI all emails are in Betty’s hands.”) He knew 
I was sick and I wasn’t able to email them and they would be in good hands with Betty and they 
were. 

 Betty Smith for being the contact person for Pam and emailing all with updates on Pastor Chuck. 
 Leif and I would like to thank all for the prayers which were a comfort to us and the cards which 

boosted our spirits.  
 Thank you to all who have mailed in their offerings.  The church is still receiving bills and due 

to offerings being mailed in we have been able to pay the bills and keep up to date. The General 
Council of Finance has recognized the church’s being closed is a financial hardship. They have 
redone the apportionments for 2020 in two categories: Priority 1 and Priority 2. We are paying 
Priority 1 at this time, which has lowered our apportionments by around $550.00. At the end of the 
year the finance committee and the administrative council will review Mt. Vernon’s finances and see 
if we able to contribute to Priority 2 of the apportionments. By paying all of Priority 1 that will mean 
Mt. Vernon paid their apportionments at 100%. 

 George White of Williamsburg UMC called to offer counseling services to anyone who may need 
it or just to talk about Pastor Chuck. Please call him at 804-337-2287 and George will get you in 
contact with their pastor. 

 Carol Kendall for choosing a hymn for the News Blast each week until we can all raise our voices 
in praise and worship together. 

 Vanda White for keeping the website updated with the devotions and prayer requests. 



Where is God? 
That question has been asked by a wide range of people including those who are devout Christians. 
Rick Warren of Saddleback Church had an answer to that question. God is everywhere! Just look at 
the health workers, the neighbors helping each other, people donating to food banks and other 
organizations, people volunteering to feed the homeless, grocery store workers working so people have 
supplies, and people supporting one another. There have been many hard and difficult times in our 
world throughout thousands of years and you know where God is by seeing it in HIS people.  
 
  

“When We All Get to Heaven” 
United Methodist Hymnal #701 

 
1. Sing the wondrous love of Jesus; sing his mercy and his grace. In the mansions bright and blessed 
he'll prepare for us a place.  
Refrain: When we all get to heaven, what a day of rejoicing that will be! When we all see Jesus, 
we'll sing and shout the victory! 
 
2. While we walk the pilgrim pathway, clouds will overspread the sky; but when traveling days are 
over, not a shadow, not a sigh. 
Refrain: When we all get to heaven, what a day of rejoicing that will be! When we all see Jesus, 
we'll sing and shout the victory! 
 
3. Let us then be true and faithful, trusting, serving every day; just one glimpse of him in glory will the 
toils of life repay. 
Refrain: When we all get to heaven, what a day of rejoicing that will be! When we all see Jesus, 
we'll sing and shout the victory! 
  
4. Onward to the prize before us! Soon his beauty we'll behold; soon the pearly gates will open; we 
shall tread the streets of gold. 
Refrain: When we all get to heaven, what a day of rejoicing that will be! When we all see Jesus, 
we'll sing and shout the victory! 
 
 

In Lieu of Easter Lilies a donation was made to the memorial fund in memory of a loved one.  
 

In Memory of: 
 

In memory of Edwin and Virginia Hawkins, by Suzanne Latimer 
In memory of Mike Latimer, by Suzanne Latimer 
In memory of Stan Hawkins, by Suzanne Latimer 

In memory of Wilbur & Lillian Reach, by Bonnie & Charlie Sears 
In memory of Ray & Anna Jane Sears, by Bonnie and Charlie Sears 

In memory of James & Jo Smith by, Lanny & Betty Smith 
In memory of Virginia & James Oliver by, Lanny & Betty Smith 


